The Truth and Reconciliaion Commission of Canada

Calls to Action Guiding the Umversity of King’s College
Education
6. We call upon the Government of Canada to repeal Section 43 of the Criminal Code of Canada.

7. We call upon the federal government to develop with Aboriginal groups a jomnt strategy to
elimmate educational and employment gaps between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians.

8. We call upon the federal government to eliminate the discrepancy i federal education funding
for First Nations children being educated on reserves and those First Nations children being
educated off reserves.

9. We call upon the federal government to prepare and publish annual reports comparing funding
for the education of First Nations children on and off reserves, as well as educational and income
attainments of Aboriginal peoples in Canada compared with non Aboriginal people.

10. We call on the federal government to draft new Aboriginal education legislation with the full
participation and informed consent of Aboriginal peoples. The new legislation would mclude a
commitment to sufficient funding and would incorporate the following principles:

1. Providing sufficient funding to close identified educational achievement gaps within one
generation.

1. Improving education attainment levels and success rates.

1. Developing culturally appropriate curricula.

. Protecting the right to Aboriginal languages, including the teaching of Aboriginal
languages as credit courses.

v. Enabling parental and community responsibility, control, and accountability, similar to
what parents enjoy in public school systems.

vi. Enabling parents to fully participate in the education of their children.

vil. Respecting and honouring Treaty relationships.

11. We call upon the federal government to provide adequate funding to end the backlog of First
Nations students seeking a post-secondary education.

12. We call upon the federal, provincial, territorial, and Aboriginal governments to develop
culturally appropriate early childhood education programs for Aboriginal families.

Language and Culture

13. We call upon the federal government to acknowledge that Aboriginal rights include Aboriginal
language rights.

16. We call upon post-secondary mstitutions to create university and college degree and diploma
programs i Aboriginal languages.



Professional Development and Training for Public Servants

57. We call upon federal, provincial, territorial, and municipal governments to provide education
to public servants on the history of Aboriginal peoples, including the history and legacy of
residential schools, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Treaties
and Aboriginal rights, Indigenous law, and Aboriginal-Crown relations. This will require skills
based traiing in mtercultural competency, conflict resolution, human rights, and anti-racism.

Education for Reconciliation

63. We call upon the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada to maintain an annual
commitment to Aboriginal education issues, including:

1. Developing and implementing Kindergarten to Grade Twelve curriculum and learning
resources on Aboriginal peoples in Canadian history, and the history and legacy of residential
schools.

1. Sharing information and best practices on teaching curriculum related to residential
schools and Aboriginal history.

1. Building student capacity for mtercultural understanding, empathy, and mutual respect.

. Identifying teacher-traimning needs relating to the above.

65. We call upon the federal government, through the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council, and n collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, post-secondary mstitutions and educators,
and the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation and its partner institutions, to establish a
national research program with multi-year funding to advance understanding of reconciliation.

Missing Children and Burial Information

72. We call upon the federal government to allocate sufficient resources to the National Centre for
Truth and Reconciliation to allow it to develop and maintain the National Residential School
Student Death Register established by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada.

75. We call upon the federal government to work with provincial, territorial, and municipal
governments, churches, Aboriginal communities, former residential school students, and current
landowners to develop and implement strategies and procedures for the ongoing identification,
documentation, maintenance, commemoration, and protection of residential school cemeteries or
other sites at which residential school children were buried. This 1s to include the provision of
appropriate memorial ceremonies and commemorative markers to honour the deceased children.

Media and Reconciliation

86. We call upon Canadian journalism programs and media schools to require education for all
students on the history of Aboriginal peoples, including the history and legacy of residential
schools, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and
Aboriginal rights, Indigenous law, and Aboriginal- Crown relations.



