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Preface

Over the past few years, universities in Canada, the United States, Great Britain, and beyond have
undertaken studies exploring the connections between slavery and the history of their institutions. In
February 2018, the University of King’s College in Halifax, Nova Scotia, initiated its own investigations.
The purpose was to explore ways in which slavery and the profits derived from trade in the products of
enslaved labour contributed to the creation and early operation of King’s, Canada’s oldest chartered
university.

David W. States, a historian of African Nova Scotia with a multi-generational personal heritage in this
province, and Karolyn Smardz Frost, an archaeologist, historian and author whose studies focus on
African Canadian and African American transnationalism, were chosen as part of a small cadre of
scholars charged with the task of bringing different aspects of this long-hidden history to light.

The initial conversations leading to our engagement on behalf of the project were initiated by William
Lahey, President of King’s College, Halifax, in August, 2017. Conversations to define the scope of work,
and to outline the nature, length and character of the planned program of research, culminated in the
acceptance of our proposal on December 14 of that same year.

The first formal meeting with the scholarly team took place on June 5, 2018. Organized by Dr. Dorota
Glowacka of King’s College, who served most ably as chair of the Advisory Committee for the “King’s and
Slavery: A Scholarly Inquiry” project, proved a productive and enlightening event. So too was the superb
presentation by Dr. Harvey Amani Whitfield, of the University of Vermont, author of several seminal
works on the history of race and slavery in Maritime Canada, delivered at King’s College on January 19,
2019.

We have spent the better part of the past eighteen months delving into into this rich, complex and
disturbing history. Our report entitled “King’s College, Nova Scotia: Direct Connections with Slavery” is
presented here as a series of individual papers. “Section 1: Attitudes Towards Slavery” is intended to
provide both an introduction to, and a context for, the results of our research into links between King's
College, Nova Scotia, and the institution of slavery. As our findings show, these connections antedate
the foundation of King’s College at Windsor, Nova Scotia, in 1788/9, and continued long after Great
Britain’s passage of the Slavery Abolition Act of 1833.

Each subsequent section of our report takes the form of a focused study of relationships between the
system of human bondage that prevailed in the Atlantic World, and specific individuals and
organizations who were also involved in one way or another with King’s College. This study is confined
mainly to King’s early years, although it is highly recommended that further investigation be undertaken
to expand both its depth and breadth of available research.

These investigations represent the first scholarly foray into this painful subject subject. Therefore, while
a wide range of secondary materials was consulted, the main sources of new information were historical
documents ranging from personal letters, diaries, advertisements placed by slaveholders for the return
of freedom-seekers, and bills of sale, to muster and victualing lists, and included maps, art works and a
variety of other original materials, some still in private hands. For financial and logistical reasons, we
were limited to exploring collections held in Nova Scotian repositories, although David W. States did
spend time (while on vacation in Barbados!) tracking down information at the Barbados National
Archives, the Library of the Barbados Museum and Historical Society, the Library of the University of the
West Indies, Cave Hill, and the Library of Codrington College, and the latter about the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. The SPG was a major financial support not only to King’s
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College itself, but also to the Anglican clergymen amongst the faculty and some of the less affluent
students.

We have read with interest the papers from the larger “King’s and Slavery: A Scholarly Inquiry” project
written by Dr. Shirley Tillotson and Dr. Henry Roper, as well as the exhaustive literature review
submitted by Hannah Barrie and Dr. Jerry Bannister. All of them are now available through the King’s
College website. Our own submissions have been delayed until now, partly for medical reasons but
especially because of the elusive quality of our source material and its wide distribution in archives and
other collections spanning the Caribbean, America’s eastern seaboard, and the rest of Atlantic Canada.
Thankfully, at least some of this we were able to access digitally.

In successive sections of this report, we offer evidence of slaveholding or directly profiting from slavery
on the part of those involved in the founding of King’s College, Nova Scotia, as well as selected members
of faculty, the Board of Governors, and students. However, in no way should our study be considered
either definitive or comprehensive. Rather, we have investigated a representative sample from each of
several categories of people relevant to the first decades of the college’s life. No Prince Edward Island-
based slaveholders have yet been identified in direct relation to King’s College, and so our sampling has
been limited to slave-owning families in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

Our report also includes section 6, which discusses relations between King’s and the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG). The SPG received funding from its own West Indian
plantations, fees from slave-owning members, and legacies and donations from those whose wealth
came, in one way or another, from enslaving and exploiting the unwaged labour of uncounted numbers
of African people. The SPG not only directly supported the Anglican ministers it sent to Britain’s North
American colonies as missionaries, but also underwrote many costs for King’s College, Nova Scotia,
through its early years.

Along the way we have included information regarding selected individuals who either expressed their
personal objections to slavery in ways that have left documentary evidence, or who are known to have
been active in helping to end the practice in Britain’s Maritime colonies. Among those who opposed
slavery were William Cochran who was the first president of King’s College, and who taught there for
forty-one years. Those who actively worked to end the practice in Nova Scotia included senior
government officials who sat on the King's Board of Governors, such as Thomas Andrew Lumisden
Strange and Sampson Salter Blowers. Strange and Blowers were successively Chief Justices of Nova
Scotia, and famously employed judicial means to help end the institution. Each of these men deserves a
far fuller analysis than could be offered here, however, and much research remains to be done.

There are eight categories of people associated with King’s Academy and King’s College before 1834
listed on the spreadsheet kindly provided to us by King’s College Archivist Janet Hathaway. This report
uses the same criteria, and is divided as follows, although in the interests of time, it is not anticipated
that the last two categories will fall within the scope of the current project:

1. Individuals involved in founding King’s College, Windsor, Nova Scotia;

2. Funding sources, specifically the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts;
3. Members of the Board of Governors, including those with ex-officio status only;

4. Officers and faculty members of the college;

5. Students, including individuals who attended the preparatory school in its earliest incarnation,
and also listed only as alumni;
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6. Honorary degree recipients;
7. Donors of books to the library;
8. Patrons of the college, including those who provided prizes or exhibitions.

In each section of this report, names of those profiled are listed in alphabetical order. People associated
with King’s in multiple ways, such as the sons of founding clergymen who went on to attend King's
College, are described in respect to their first documented relationship with the institution.

Please note that we do not provide a formal conclusion to our work on historical links between slavery
and King's College, Nova Scotia, since there is so much research, analysis and interpretation yet to be
done.
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Section 1

Section 1. Attitudes Towards Slavery

Fig. 1 King's College, Nova Scotia. Postcard, date unknown

Introduction

In his landmark volume, Ebony and Ivy: Race, Slavery, and the Troubled History of America’s Universities
(2013), professor of American history at Massachusetts Institute of Technology Craig Steven Wilder
argues that some of the most hallowed institutions in the American university system—Harvard, Yale,
Princeton, and famously, the Jesuit university of Georgetown, in Washington, DC—received a substantial
amount of their early support from profits earned through slavery and trading in the fruits thereof. With
copious research to support his contention, New York Times reviewer Jennifer Schuessler was
particularly struck by Wilder’s statement that “universities were the third pillar of a civilization based on
bondage.”!

Close studies of early financial and other records are currently underway at universities across the
United States, as well as in Great Britain.? Scholars are exploring exactly what proportion of the revenue
at such institutions rested directly on slavery itself, along with the Atlantic and domestic slave trades,
and indirectly on merchant capital acquired by donors and the families of fee-paying students through
the vastly profitable commerce in slave-produced goods. Most Canadian universities did not directly
profit from human bondage and trafficking, largely because they were founded too late for slavery to
have been a potent factor in their construction or early histories. How much indirect investment relating
to slavery was made in these schools of higher learning remains to be studied. However, it can fairly be
said that, without slavery and profits derived in one way or another therefrom, King’s College, Nova

! Craig Steven Wilder, Ebony and Ivy: Race, Slavery, and the Troubled History of America’s Universities (New York:
Bloomsbury Press, 2013). The quotation appears on page 11. See also Jennifer Schuessler, “Dirty Antebellum
Secrets in Ivory Towers,” New York Times, Oct. 18, 2013, accessed August 15, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/19/books/ebony-and-ivy-about-how-slavery-helped-universities-
grow.html?smid=em-share.

2 This is a revised version of section 1 (August 19, 2019).
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Section 1

Scotia, might neither have been built nor have survived the first precarious decades of its existence.?

This section of our report is intended to offer both an introduction to, and a context for, the results of
our investigations into the direct connections between King’s College and the institution of slavery. The
first part of section 1 presents evidence on attitudes towards slavery held by people active in the
founding of King’s College, Nova Scotia. This subsection is followed by a short history of slavery in Nova
Scotia, and what today is New Brunswick, prior to the arrival of the Loyalists; those Loyalists’ own
experience of slavery while still residing in the Thirteen Colonies, including variations in both law and
custom as pertained to the specific regions from which they came; a brief overview of the African
American experience in bondage prior to their forced migration to the Maritime colonies; the practice of
slavery, attendant laws and customs, and conditions under which it operated in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick; and the role slaveholding Loyalists and the institution of slavery itself played in the founding
first of King’s Academy, a boys’ preparatory school, and then of King’s College itself at Windsor, Nova
Scotia. Prince Edward Island place little role in this study since no slaveholding families amongst the
Anglican Loyalists there seem to have sent sons to King's, at least in its early years.

Next come subsections discussing: the possible influence of the American Revolutionary-era rhetoric
and evolving antislavery thought in Great Britain on attitudes toward slavery in the Maritime colonies;
the relation between Loyalist slavery and the Anglican Church; and, a comparative chronology of the
building of King’s College set against the backdrop of moral and ethical change in Great Britain leading,
first to the abolition of the Atlantic Slave Trade in 1807, and ultimately of slavery in much of the British
Empire in 1833, made effective August 1, 1834.

A description of the Black Loyalist experience and the emigration to Sierra Leone, as related to King’s
College, Nova Scotia, follows. Then there is a brief analysis of the role played by two members of King’s
Board of Governors in eventually making the continued holding of enslaved people in Nova Scotia
almost untenable by the end of the first decade of the nineteenth century (although the Curator of
Archaeology at the Nova Scotia Museums, Catherine Cottreau-Robins, documents evidence of
slaveholding in Nova Scotia into the 1830s).# A similar process that occurred in New Brunswick, although
somewhat more slowly, is described in light of leadership from people associated in one way or another
with Kings’ College, after which is included notes on the passage by Great Britain of the Slavery Abolition
Act of 1833. The content of this essay concludes with an interesting discovery regarding the
employment of free Black Nova Scotians as servants to the students of King’s College in the nineteenth
century. A short conclusion is provided to sum up the findings presented here, and point the way to
future research on the multiple topics covered in this report.

Attitudes towards Slavery, and King’s College, Nova Scotia

The establishment of a new King’s College in what would remain of British North America after the

3 For a highly detailed literature review and insights into the broader context of the relationships between King’s
College and slavery, see Hannah Barrie and Jerry Bannister, “University of King’s College and Slavery: A Scholarly
Inquiry—Literature Review” (February 2019), https://ukings.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2019/04/BarrieBannisterLiteratureReview20190422.pdf; Henry Roper, “King’s College, New York,
and King’s College, Windsor: Their Connection in Fact and Legend”(November 2018),” https://ukings.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2019/05/20190527KingsandKingsNYbyHenryRoper20181114.pdf; Shirley Tillotson, “How (and
How Much) King’s College Benefited from Slavery in the West Indies, 1789 to 1854” (May 2019),
https://ukings.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/TillotsonKingsAndSlaverylndirectConnectionsMay6.pdf.

4 Catherine Cottreau-Robins, “A Loyalist Plantation in Nova Scotia, 1784-1800” (unpub. PhD diss., Dalhousie
University, 2012), 10n14 and 27.
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Revolutionary War was envisioned by a prescient group of Church of England clergymen. They met in
British-occupied New York to produce a petition calling for its creation, and for the establishment of the
first North American bishopric. The petition was entitled “Plan of Religious and Literary Institution for
the Province of Nova Scotia” was dated March 8, 1783, and the plan calling for an “Episcopate in Nova
Scotia,” March 21, 1783.°

Some of those same men had attended or had otherwise been involved with the first North American
King’s College, which had been founded at New York in 1754 and chartered by King George 11.° That
college would, they knew, be lost to them when the British evacuated their last stronghold at New York.
Nearly all of these Church of England ministers were supported by the missionary organization, the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG), which itself owned hundreds of
enslaved workers at its Barbados plantations. The SPG also included slaveholders amongst its paying
members, and received donations from people and organizations who benefited one way or another
from human bondage. Indeed, a majority of these eighteen clergymen were slaveholders themselves.’

It is an uncomfortable fact that the Reverend Charles Inglis, the future Bishop of Nova Scotia who made
part of that august group and who had been approved for membership in the SPG in 1768, also claimed
ownership of enslaved people (figure 2). Had it not been for the confiscation of his properties because
of his loyalty to King and Crown, he would have inherited more upon the death of his wife.® Inaddition,
the funds to build and operate King’s College, which would be established at Windsor, Nova Scotia, in
1789 and receive royal charter in 1802, came, in part from taxes collected on goods produced by
enslaved Africans, as did a proportion of its ongoing operating budget.

5 Henry Youle Hind, The University of King’s College, Windsor, Nova Scotia, 1790-1890 (New York: The Church
Review Company, 1890), 8. See also Henry Roper, “Aspects of the History of a Loyalist College: King's College,
Windsor and Nova Scotian Higher Education in the Nineteenth Century,” Anglican and Ecclesiastical History 60, no.
4 (Dec. 1991): 443-59, 443-2.

6 This first Anglican university in British North America is considered an antecedent of Columbia University, which is
currently engaged in a major program of research to explore its own heritage relating to slavery. See noted
American historian Eric Foner’s paper, “Columbia and Slavery: A Preliminary Report,” posted on the Columbia
University and Slavery website, accessed July 15, 2019,
https://columbiaa